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Lance M. Benedict v. Google LLC, et al. 

Case No. _________________ 

INDEX OF EXHIBITS TO 
GOOGLE LLC’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

Exhibit Description 

     A Maricopa County Superior Court Record in  
Case No. CV2023-014018. 

     B Plaintiff’s Initial Complaint Against Defendant for 
Trademark Violations, Intentional Infliction of 
Emotional Distress, Violation of the Privacy Act, 
Unlawful Use of Intellectual Property, Broadcasting of 
False Material Causing Harm, Defamation, Libel, 
Harassment, Permanent Injunction Requested, 
Demand for Jury Trial 

     C Summons to Google LLC 

     D Civil Cover Sheet 

Certificate of Compulsory Arbitration 

Application for Deferral or Waiver of Court Fees or 
Costs and Consent to Entry of Judgment 

Order Regarding Deferral or Waiver of Court Fees and 
Costs and Notice Regarding Consent Judgment 

     E Notice of Removal Filed in Maricopa County Superior 
Court 

     F Notice of Filing of Notice of Removal Filed in 
Maricopa County Superior Court 
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COOLEY LLP
Bobby Ghajar, CA Bar No. 198719 (pro hac vice application pending) 
(bghajar@cooley.com) 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino, CA Bar No. 305382 (pro hac vice application pending) 
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP, #145700 
George C. Chen, AZ Bar No. 019704 
george.chen@bclplaw.com 
Matt Stanford, AZ Bar No. 037168 
matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

LANCE M. BENEDICT, an Individual,

v. 

GOOGLE LLC, a Delaware Corporation 
and DOES 1 through 100, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

No. CV2023-014018

NOTICE OF REMOVAL BY 
DEFENDANT GOOGLE LLC [28 
U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1338, 1367, 1441; 15 
U.S.C. § 1121 

(Hon. John Blanchard)  

TO PLAINTIFF LANCE M. BENEDICT: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, on November 14, 2023, Defendant Google LLC, 

by and through its undersigned counsel, filed a Notice of Removal of this Action in the 

United States District Court for the District of Arizona. A true and correct copy of the Notice 

of Removal of Action (without exhibits) is attached hereto as Exhibit A and served 

contemporaneously herewith. 
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Dated:November 14, 2023 BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER 
LLP 

By: /s/ George C. Chen  
George C. Chen 
Matt Stanford 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100
Phoenix, AZ  85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 
Email: george.chen@bclplaw.com 

matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 

COOLEY LLP 
Bobby Ghajar 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino 
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC 

The foregoing was e-filed via AZTurboCourt and 
emailed this 14th day of November, 2023, to: 

Lance Benedict 
3915 North Brooklyn Drive 
Buckeye, Arizona 85396 
Planet13@me.com 
Plaintiff Pro Per 

/s/ Cathy Russell  
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COOLEY LLP
Bobby Ghajar, CA Bar No. 198719 (pro hac vice application pending) 
(bghajar@cooley.com) 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino, CA Bar No. 305382 (pro hac vice application 
pending)
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP, #145700 
George C. Chen, AZ Bar No. 019704 
george.chen@bclplaw.com 
Matt Stanford, AZ Bar No. 037168 
matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

IN AND FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 

Lance M. Benedict, an Individual,

v. 

Google LLC, a Delaware Corporation and 
Does 1 through 100, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

No. 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF STATE 
COURT CIVIL ACTION [28 U.S.C. 
§§ 1331, 1338, 1367, 1441; 15 U.S.C. 
§ 1121] 

Maricopa County Superior Court 
Case No. CV2023-014018

TO THE CLERK OF THE ABOVE-ENTITLED COURT: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1338, 1367, 1441, 

and 1446, 15 U.S.C. § 1121, and LRCiv 3.6, Defendant Google LLC (“Google”) hereby 

removes this civil action from the Superior Court of Arizona for the County of Maricopa 

(the “Superior Court”), where it is currently pending as Case No. CV2023-014018, to the 
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United States District Court for the District of Arizona. In support of this Notice of 

Removal, Google sets forth the following grounds: 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY AND TIMELINESS OF REMOVAL

1. On or about September 13, 2023, Plaintiff Lance M. Benedict (“Plaintiff”) 

commenced a civil action in the Superior Court, captioned Lance M. Benedict v. Google 

LLC, Case No. CV2023-014018 (the “State Court Action”). 

2. On October 16, 2023, Plaintiff served Google with the Complaint and 

summons. The Complaint identifies Google as a named defendant, along with 100 Doe 

defendants. Google is unaware whether any of the unidentified Doe defendants have been 

served in this matter. 

3. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a) and Local Rule 3.6, all available documents 

and records in the State Court Action, including the Complaint, Summons, Civil Cover 

Sheet, and docket are attached as Exhibits A-D. 

4. This Notice of Removal is timely because it is filed within thirty days of 

service of the Complaint and summons. See 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b). 

5. Pursuant to LRCiv 3.6, Google is not aware of any pending or undecided 

motions in the State Court Action. 

6. This Court has original jurisdiction over this civil suit under 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 1331 and 1338 and 15 U.S.C. § 1121(a), and it may be removed to this Court by Google 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441, because this matter is a civil action arising, in part, under the 

laws of the United States, and in part under common-law and state law claims that are 

subject to supplemental jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1367. 

FEDERAL QUESTION JURISDICTION 

7. Removal jurisdiction based upon a federal question exists when a federal 

question is presented on the face of a plaintiff’s complaint. See Caterpillar Inc. v. Williams, 

482 U.S. 386, 392 (1987). The State Court Action is within the original jurisdiction of this 

Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 because it contains claims “arising under the Constitution, 

laws, or treaties of the United States.” 
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8. Specifically, Plaintiff’s alleged trademark claims rely exclusively on his 

purported trademark registration with the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Exhibit B at pp. 2, 3, 8, 12. The Complaint alleges, “Defendant has refused to acknowledge 

the Plaintiff’s registered trademark with USPTO.gov and continues against plaintiffs (sic) 

will to broadcast said trademark throughout the Google and YouTube platforms without 

the expressed written consent of Plaintiff.” Id. at 2 (emphasis added). The Complaint does 

not assert any claims under Arizona state law; instead, Plaintiff asserts his purported federal 

trademark registration for no other reason than to claim federal trademark rights. 

9. This action is also within the original jurisdiction of this Court, and therefore 

removable, under 28 U.S.C. § 1338. 28 U.S.C. § 1338(a) provides: “[t]he district courts 

shall have original jurisdiction of any civil action arising under any Act of Congress relating 

to . . . trademarks.” 28 U.S.C. § 1338(b) provides: “The district courts shall have original 

jurisdiction of any civil action asserting a claim of unfair competition when joined with a 

substantial and related claim under the copyright, patent, plant variety protection or 

trademark laws.” 

10. The Lanham Act also provides for original jurisdiction in this Court for 

actions arising under the act. 15 U.S.C. § 1121(a) states: “[t]he district and territorial courts 

of the United States shall have original jurisdiction . . . of all actions arising under [the 

Lanham Act], without regard to the amount in controversy or to diversity or lack of diversity 

of the citizenship of the parties.” 

11. Separately, the Complaint invokes the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. 

Exhibit B at pp. 2, 13. Plaintiff alleges, “Defendant has violated the Privacy Act of 1974, 

5 U.S.C. § 552a„ (sic) by way of unauthorized broadcasting and/or publishing of plaintiffs 

(sic) personal information.” Id. at 2. Plaintiff’s claims, therefore, invoke these federal law 

issues (although Google strongly disputes that it has violated any federal law or regulation). 

12. Because this is a civil action over which this Court has original jurisdiction 

under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a) and 15 U.S.C. § 1121(a), it is removable under 28 

U.S.C. § 1441(a), which provides: “Except as otherwise expressly provided by an Act of 
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Congress, any civil action brought in a State court of which the district courts of the United 

States have original jurisdiction, may be removed by the defendant or the defendants, to the 

district court of the United States for the district and division embracing the place where 

such action is pending.” 

SUPPLEMENTAL JURISDICTION 

13. Where “all other claims that are so related [to the federal claims] . . . that they 

form part of the same case or controversy,” the Court has supplemental jurisdiction over 

those claims under 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a).  

14. Here, Plaintiff’s tort claims (intentional infliction of emotional distress and 

defamation) are based on the same underlying facts as the Privacy Act and trademark 

claims, namely the appearance of Plaintiff’s name and information about him on third party 

websites that appear when one does a search for his name. These claims are so related to 

the federal claims described above that they form a part of the same case or controversy. 28 

U.S.C. § 1367(a). 

15. This Court should exercise supplemental jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s related 

causes of action. Plaintiff’s related causes of action do not raise novel or complex issues of 

state law, nor predominate over the claims over which this Court has original jurisdiction. 

There are no exceptional circumstances or other compelling reasons for this Court to decline 

supplemental jurisdiction. See 28 U.S.C. § 1367(c). Thus, removal is proper under 28 

U.S.C. § 1441(c).  

DIVERSITY JURISDICTION 

16. Although the primary basis for removal is federal question jurisdiction as 

stated above, this Court also has original jurisdiction over the State Court Action based on 

the diversity of citizenship of the parties. 

17. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1), district courts have original jurisdiction 

over civil actions where the matter in controversy exceeds $75,000 and is between citizens 

of different U.S. states. 
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18. The amount in controversy is required because, according to the Prayer for 

Relief in the FAC, Plaintiff seeks “$100,000,000.” That amount exceeds the $75,000 

amount in controversy required under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a).  

19. There is complete diversity between the parties. Google is headquartered in 

California and incorporated in Delaware. According to the caption of the Complaint, 

Plaintiff’s residence is in Buckeye, Arizona, which indicates that he is domiciled there. 

20. As such, the State Court Action is also removable under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a). 

VENUE 

21. Venue is proper in this Court because this is the District “embracing the place 

where such action is pending” in state court, which is Maricopa county in the District of 

Arizona. 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a). 

NOTICE TO STATE COURT AND PLAINTIFF 

22. Contemporaneously with this filing, Google is filing a Notice of Filing of 

Notice of Removal with the Superior Court, attached as Exhibit E, and is providing written 

notice of this filing to Plaintiff, as required by 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d) and LRCiv 3.6, attached 

as Exhibit F. 

ADOPTION AND RESERVATION OF DEFENSES 

23. Nothing in this Notice of Removal shall be interpreted as a waiver or 

relinquishment of any of Google’s rights to assert any defense or affirmative matter under 

Arizona law, Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, any state or federal statute, 

or otherwise. 

For all the foregoing reasons, Google requests to remove this action from the 

Superior Court to the United States District Court, District of Arizona. In the event the Court 

considers remand sua sponte, Google respectfully requests the opportunity to submit 

additional argument or evidence in support of removal as may be necessary. 
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Dated:November 14, 2023 BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER 
LLP 

By: /s/ George C. Chen  
George C. Chen 
Matt Stanford 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 
Email: george.chen@bclplaw.com 

matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 

COOLEY LLP 
Bobby Ghajar 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino 
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on November 14, 2023, I electronically transmitted the attached 

document to the Clerk’s Office using CM/ECF System for filing and mailed a copy to: 

Lance Benedict 
3915 North Brooklyn Drive 
Buckeye, Arizona 85396 
Planet13@me.com 
Plaintiff Pro Per 

/s/ Cathy Russell 
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COOLEY LLP
Bobby Ghajar, CA Bar No. 198719 (pro hac vice application pending) 
(bghajar@cooley.com) 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino, CA Bar No. 305382 (pro hac vice application 
pending)
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP, #145700 
George C. Chen, AZ Bar No. 019704 
george.chen@bclplaw.com 
Matt Stanford, AZ Bar No. 037168 
matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

LANCE M. BENEDICT, an Individual,

v. 

GOOGLE LLC, a Delaware Corporation 
and DOES 1 through 100, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

No. 

NOTICE TO PLAINTIFF OF 
REMOVAL OF STATE COURT 
CIVIL ACTION TO THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT [28 
U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1338, 1367, 1441; 15 
U.S.C. § 1121] 

Maricopa County Superior Court 
Case No. CV2023-014018

TO PLAINTIFF LANCE M. BENEDICT:  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1338, 1367, 1441, 

and 1446, 15 U.S.C. § 1121, and LRCiv 3.6, Defendant Google LLC (“Google”), by and 
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through its attorneys, hereby notifies Plaintiff Lance M. Benedict that on November 14, 

2023, Google filed a Notice of Removal of  this civil action from the Superior Court of 

Arizona for the County of Maricopa (the “Superior Court”), where it is currently pending 

as Case No. CV2023-014018, to the United States District Court for the District of Arizona. 

This Notice of Removal removes the above-captioned matter from the Superior 

Court to the United States District Court for the District of Arizona. 

Dated:November 14, 2023 BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER 
LLP 

By: /s/ George C. Chen  
George C. Chen 
Matt Stanford 
Two North Central Avenue, Suite 2100
Phoenix, AZ  85004-4406 
Telephone: +1 602 364 7000 
Facsimile: +1 602 364 7070 
Email: george.chen@bclplaw.com 

matt.stanford@bclplaw.com 

COOLEY LLP 
Bobby Ghajar 
1333 2nd Street, Suite 400 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
Telephone: (310) 883-6400 
Facsimile: (310) 883-6500 

Brian J. Focarino 
(bfocarino@cooley.com) 
500 Boylston Street, 14th Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 937-2300 
Facsimile: (617) 937-2400 

Attorneys for Defendant 
GOOGLE LLC 

The foregoing was e-filed via AZTurboCourt and 
emailed this 14th day of November, 2023, to: 

Lance Benedict 
3915 North Brooklyn Drive 
Buckeye, Arizona 85396 
Planet13@me.com 
Plaintiff Pro Per 

/s/ Cathy Russell  
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