
LEWIS v. GOOGLE, INC. et al, Docket No. 2:20-cv-01784 (W.D. Pa. Nov 18, 2020), Court Docket

Part Description

1 5 pages

2 Civil Cover Sheet

3 Exhibit A

Multiple Documents

© 2020 The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Service 

// PAGE 1

https://www.bloombergindustry.com/customer-agreement/


1

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

KERRY LEWIS, an adult
individual,

Plaintiff,     

          vs.

GOOGLE, INC., a corporation, and
ALPHABET, INC., a corporation,

Defendants.1

Civil Action No. 2:20-cv-1784

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Defendants Google LLC and Alphabet Inc. (unless otherwise specified, together, 

“Google”), by and through their undersigned counsel, file this Notice of Removal of Case No. GD-

20-010995 (the “state action”) in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

to the United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania.  See 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1332(a), 1441, and 1446.  Plaintiff Kerry Lewis (“Lewis”) filed the state action on October 21, 

2020, in the Court of Common Pleas, where the action is now pending.  The Complaint was served 

via certified mail on or around October 30, 2020.  (Copies of all docket filings, and process, 

pleadings, and Orders served upon Google—including the Complaint—are filed with this Notice, 

attached as Exhibit A and made a part hereof.)  Google states as follows as grounds for removal 

of the state action:

1 Plaintiff misidentified “Google LLC” as “Google Inc.” in the caption. (See Ex. A, Cmpl.)
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1. The state action is a civil action alleging “willful, wanton, and wrongful” conduct 

by Google in connection with an alleged failure to “remove [a] fraudulent review” of Lewis’s 

business.  (Cmpl. ¶¶ 12-13.)  

2. The United States District Court for the Western District Court of Pennsylvania has 

jurisdiction by reason of the complete diversity of citizenship of the parties.  See 28 U.S.C § 

1332(a)(1).

3. Lewis is an individual “with professional offices” in “Pittsburgh, Allegheny 

County, Pennsylvania,” (Cmpl. ¶ 1), and, upon information and belief, a citizen of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

4. Google LLC is wholly-owned by XXVI Holdings Inc., which is incorporated in 

Delaware with a principal place of business located in Mountain View, California.  Google LLC 

is therefore a citizen of Delaware and California for diversity purposes.  See Zambelli Fireworks 

Mfg. Co. v. Wood, 592 F.3d 412, 418 (3d Cir. 2010) (“[T]he citizenship of an LLC is determined 

by the citizenship of each of its members.”); 28 U.S.C. § 1332(c)(1).

5. Alphabet Inc. is incorporated in Delaware with its principal place of business 

located in Mountain View, California.  It is therefore a citizen of Delaware and California for 

diversity purposes.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1332(c)(1).

6. The Complaint demands “judgment against the Defendants . . . in an amount in 

excess of the Arbitration limits of the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania.”  (Cmpl. p. 3.)  Lewis does not seek a specific amount of damages—in 

Pennsylvania, “the State practice . . . does not permit demand for a specific sum.”  28 U.S.C. § 

1446(c)(2)(A)(ii); see Pa. R.C.P. No. 1021(b).  Lewis’s damages allegations nonetheless satisfy 

the jurisdictional requirement for purposes of removal.  He alleges “damage to Plaintiff’s 
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professional reputation” and “great injury to Plaintiff’s good name, credit and reputation, all of 

which has been to his great financial loss and damage.”  (Cmpl. ¶ 13.)  As such, it cannot be said 

that “it appears to a legal certainty that the plaintiff cannot recover more than the jurisdictional 

amount of $75,000.” See Hawkins v. Wells Fargo Bank N.A., No. 2:12-cv-64, 2012 WL 12892224, 

*2 (W.D. Pa., July 12, 2012) (quoting Frederico v. Home Depot, 507 F.3d 188, 195 (3d Cir. 2007)).  

The matter in controversy therefore exceeds $75,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs, and the 

Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1).

7. The United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania, 

Pittsburgh Division, is the appropriate Federal District Court for removal purposes because the 

action is currently filed in the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County.  See 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1441(a), 1446(a); LCvR 3.

8. This Notice of Removal is timely, see 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(1), and all defendants 

join in this Notice.

9. Copies of this Notice will be filed with the Department of Court Records of the 

Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and served upon Lewis, as required 

by 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d).
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TUCKER ARENSBERG, P.C.

                                                 /s/ Ryan James
Ryan James
Pa. I.D. #82799
J. Andrew Salemme
Pa. I.D. #298257

1500 One PPG Place
Pittsburgh, PA  15222
(412) 566-1212
rjames@tuckerlaw.com
asalemme@tuckerlaw.com

Attorneys for Defendants 
Google LLC and Alphabet Inc.

Dated: November 18, 2020
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document was served 

upon the following party via United States mail, first class, postage prepaid, this 18th day of 

November, 2020:

Kerry Lewis, Esq.
Lewis, Lewis & Reilly

1040 Fifth Avenue, 1st Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

/s/ Ryan James
     Ryan James
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